Chapter Nmeteen _' 2 3

o1 started runmng as SOOI 28 I left the shop The ':
- botie of milk felt heavy i’ my hands, so ‘T had

“to hold it hke a baby and it made me’ slow down o

a bit. : SRR _
el turned down the street towards the pohce— _
men with one eye on my tower biock m the'.f

“distance. I wished I had never left it.: e

7 Tran past the pohcemen The bored one, the: )
s one who yawned the ‘one who looked’ hke he .

- wanted to go ‘home and have hls dmner

" Then, suddenly; there was a shout. -

~ I stopped and turned back in surprlse.

" Then I wished I had just carried on running.

" One of the. policemen 1 had just passed had SR

'faﬂen over. The pohcemen on ‘either side of him

: __-were trymg to help him: up, but then, as they_ ._

. kneeled down to help him, they fell to the ground.-
- too. It was as 1f they had all suddenly fallen asleep

."::.87.'




" Their helmets made a craeking' sound as they

= -h1t the ground Cmck crack, cmc:k One after the

' . other.

RO | ‘Temember thlnkmg it looked hke a hne of
o domlnoes falling over, each one pushing the
_."next one over in a lme that was comlng towards

‘me:

“part thought I would be falling asleep and fallmg

to the ground next “and then- another part the--

. .- loudest of all, was thlnkmg of Gaia. *
 Gaia’s face, shoutmg"- ‘Runf’ R
“That is what T did.. SR

8 dropped the milk and it exploded on the'

o ground and 1 ran away 4s fastas I could. :
1 ran mto rny tower and I'ran up: the stairs

o and 1 didn’t stop: running' even when I reached
- my corridor. I ran into my flat and slammed the
- front door behind me, and I only stopped when

. Twas'in my ‘bedroom and the door was ciosed_- o
behmd me. | SR T

1 dldn t have anywhere 1eft to go. o

RN | 'didn’t' kﬁow Wh;it' to do. 16 all 50 'straﬁ'ge'
- :"when you only have a split second to decide. It
‘- scems 1mposs1b1e that y you are able to think of so-

' many things at once in your head. Part of ‘me

thought I should be helping them. Another

It to0k 2 long time for my breathmg to slow o

._down I don’t really know if it was: frorn the'.':_':

runnlng or what I had just seen.
What had happened: to those poheemenD
Why had they passed out like' that? And the

question I couldn’t stop asking myself: had they
: jnst fallen asleep or was it somethmg a Iot more_
~serious than that? :

Had they dled? :

was on the news that nlght AT
A group of policemen had been found dead ¥

--Close to where the two council workers hiad been. o
-found Then" deaths were also bemg treated ds




